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II. TIMOTHY, ii. 15. 

• , J, 

XttiS dircj3.ipn ifas given by ^the 
Ap9.ftle Paul to . Tiimothy. After reminding him 
of. many things pertaining to his o^ice as. a cbrif- 
t)an miniiler, he exhorts hipa, among other things, 
to *? ftudy tq Ihew himfclf approved unto God.'*. 
To hiip minifters are accountabje }ike ,aU •(ber 
pen : Fpr they arc his ftewards. In them he 
has repofed a truft of the higheft refppnfibility^ 
There is no employment in life that involves 
^ fu'ch ferious and folemn confcqucnces, as dif- 
penfing the gpfpel.of the grace of Qod, It 
highly concerns all thofe, therefore, who enter 
on this facred work, that they ftudy to plcafc 
God, in order to fecure to themfelves his appro- 
bation arid' bleffing.— Hence the words of our 
text natHrally fuggpft this general obfervation : 
It should be the governing principle with 
ministiirs, in the discharge of their duty, to 

• • . - 

PLEASE God, 
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to taalM appeaft 

I. Wbtt it iMj^dftry hr .niiuiei<f in ordof 
top}«afe Gd4 : And, 

II. Shew why tliit mit^ to b« a governinj^ 

principle with tbem. 

1 • 

t ain tt> mftke ajppear, 

I. Wliatis necefikry fbr minifters to pleafit 
Go4* And bere I wou]d o^lcrve^' r 

t. They muft poflefs a go6d h^art. By ^ 
good heart we mean one thai has been renewed 
by the Holy Ghoft* It eflentially confifts in 
holy affeOtons. £vt|^ fDap i« denominated 
either a faint, or a fiimen As is the heart, fp 
ii the moral charafier ; for it is the heart, 
that chatafterifesv the m^n* |^o perron, ah- 
Kcedent to a change of heart, does any thing, 
that ^1 aeeept^le in the t)^ fight of Gpd« Ac* 
cordingly his beft doings are reprobated in the 
holy fcriptures. ^^ The facrifice ^f the wicked is 
an abomination to the Lord/' Paffages. of a like 

ft 1- ** . i i 

import, are tm» numerous to mention. Aa long. 
as the foQiitain remains corrupt, fo long ^he 
ilreams will be polluted. A, good heart is fo ne. 
c<ilary to render the doings of men acceptable to 
God, that he never was^and never will be pleaif'- . 
fd \^'itb any where this is wanting* 
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^igFceablp iMIIfiPXs .«l«i 

ing eloqucQcet will not fupjilf th0 ^attf i^. t |m4 
heart.. lo ihis coiio«i|iQ«» hcHv- fivfviblt ^^ % 
Words of Paul to the Oojrimlttiiii ! ^ Tkiia(||| 
I fpeak ^ith the tongoce of amii mot of mfftXi^ 
and Wve not charitjh, I aqft bMome an fodn^iiijl 
br^fsi qt a tiiikUi||B cy ^btl*. WitEdut i^i^ ji ^ 
ixnpoBibJeto pleafe Qod/* A« he forh^ 
Tejc^dpia bad ^art| fo be re^tuises and acccfpts-^i 
good hearts A good heart eottpriles all that thf 
^Vy Qr Oie gofyol fffujimw^H Wfa^a amn || 
^rptt|Iit topofle^ a^0a44«4r(,oldt]itngs aredi>f!| 
^wajr. liishigh im|ig^fl»tiQii# fre ptf^ ftrattdt ^| 
VJII lA boYi^dy f^d ^ aSeaioM are pia^^d oj| 
l^ipg^ /^We« ..He^ who. if the fiibjed t>f thia^ 
f^^ M^ M^n^y !• tbe cfamii^^ law, ^i 
'.JHfirfsnvfkc^ of Gpd* He receives the record tbajl 
6odba|b givtii of bU 3Ptif Md relieijon^tbemf)^ 
i^f (^h^ift alone, fpr falyi^io««, WidiAlt hxh ^)(m% 
yah js pleafed ; and be jf^H upon ibe» die i^^« 
iQ£ aj(Pf)iati9R of cfaildmsu. MimScra^ lherefi;a«B|i 
in opdjer to.pieafe Goclfimill po^&avgoodbfWftft 
Fo%r9 1.911^ as jLhey are deftttute of ibis,; i^y^ 
can Acyer ||pprpve them^ves ttiitp bioH by^ M|r 
tbing tbat (bey Wk utbcr do^ «r lay» For tl^ 



f 



" irMinifters, £o J)learc Cbd^jq^uft be attenth'C 
lb tdelr condu^ in lifc^. This is a matter of ereai 
Iinpdrtance. ^or Gpd is not OT\\y atten^ve tq 
^cit hearis ; but he is atteiHive tp fill thei^ con* 
Kuft in life/ fiis ever v.at(:nful eye is fixe^ bq 
diein'lri the clofet, ip.the ftudy, in thei'^tnilyf. 
In the pulpit) and when called amdng the pebple 
df their charge. He hes)^j and fees all ths^t they 
fay Of do/ It becomes them, therefore^ to walk* 
iircuurfpeftly : Arid even the vferjr gcrfpd^ 
which'th^ey profcfs -to preach, requires ^irtuni- 

* ' » •  • - ' » ^ 

fceaion both of heart and life.-^Chrift, on' r 
tcttiin ocoafibn, obifef vcd t6 hist (Jilciples, *" Ld' 
your Ifgbf fo fkine before menytfeit they riiiy fe^ 
jwir go0d wrisi and gtefffy your father whictf 
& in heaven;" Imprefled with this femimenti 
Jfefkiiiers fliduld go forth toaflt tKeir part in life ; 
dsttl at ^H times, and oti all occafions, exhibit fW 
ceiidud that becomes the ge*fpel. 1th\9 Paul 
Biatie to appear in wfaat'he obferved to Timothy, 
ayouiiger )>rother In the miniftry. ^* A bifhop 
ttlttft bfetblamclefs, vigilant, fober,' df' go6^^fi<i.' 
fttvJdGKr, given to- Hofpitality, not gi^th to wine; ' 
llc^^iker^ not greefly of ttthylfapfe^^^but pWieiit j 



juorc 9. gi>c«if eptfi-t of them whkb arigi ^rUhout.') 

yferXJitiQp;^ in, j:ljir|,ty,. t^, lt)UU»^n.&ifh,ap4 tn 
bufiby." Jhe iii^otiv?$ to H h6\y li(e, in zbijnii^r;^ 
Jir^ numerpu^ and |>dwerful. By UvWg as b?y 
fcbmjM th^ gbf^^^^ only {^l(;4£e^ Gqi^ 

but they will enforce the.dodfincs aiid duties ol • 

chriftiaDJiy bjr their examples upou the b^ru. anifi 

• '■»"» ' •♦ 't', 

confciericejj of their hearers. This will clptbtl^U 
their inutuiSidns with light and power. Thcjir!^ 
tv'ili theti preach but of the pulpit as well as io^ 
And their light; fhining before the world, wJlX 
put to Glence the obje£tidhs of infidels^ and ftop^^ 
ihe jnoutlis of gamfayers. 

. .3. Mini^erSf to.plcafe God^tnuftmake a full* 

 * ^ * 

and /air exbibmon of divine truth.- Thube re« 

quires^ and tbi& he may fei^onably exped. — Hiik 

direaibn to the PrO|)het Jercfoiah is^ " Go 

<o all thAt I fbflil (en^ thee, 2||id #hatfbever T 

commana thee thaujfiahfp<ak.** 0od's diret* * 

tions to fezckiel,ifc the faitie; M Son of man, • 

1 have made thee a watchmaii iinto the boufe'of 

Ifraelj therefore; hear the wclVd ai my oiduibi 

&nd give them wafnirig from me. And tllou (halt 

fpeak k^ words iiriio the in, M'hetber jthiy will hear, 

or whether thcv vyJlJ forbear/* . 
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' Paffing from the Old to tht KTew^Teftamen^ 
direftions arc no lefs folem'n, faUtnfg ^om the 
lips ofthc infinite Majeftf . ^* Take hetd to the 
feiniffry that thou baff ftecefved of (he Lord, 
that ihovL fulfil ii, t charge ^ee predch thk 
Vord/* Tbefe ^omthands imply, that minifters 
are under otdigattohs to make a' full tnd fair ex* 

liibitidn of divine truth %ti ihtix hearers* If they 

... > 

fail in this, inl!ead of pleafing God^ they will 
juftiy incur his righteous difpleafure* Since the 
icriptures contain a peifeft fyftem of doArinesj 
vhich are honorable to tiod^ and profitable to 
inen, minifters are not to felea one doSrine^ and . 
totally rijcH another ; but ibey are« at propcfit 
feafons, to make a full and fair exhibition of tlie 
ittkoU truth. Keepling tBeir eye fixed on the 
fiible^ from which they arc to take thetr fent?* 
fnents, ttey Will giVe a fcriptural exhibition of the 
chara6ter of Cod, of the chanL6t6r and works of 
Jefus Chrifl^, aAd of the chara6te^ 4fid bp^ration^T 
of the Holy Choft* They will exhibit the nature 
and extent of the divide law-— &ewtng what are 
its requirements, and what its penalties. Th^y 
ik'ill exhibit the divine government, not limited^' 
but univerfal— embracing all events, includii^g^ 
i[\ beings, and comprehending all worlds. . They 
will irxhibit the trMrt tr.mity of the n<rniral hcArj^ 
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U^gifig the Immediate duties of faith and repent- 
4Qee» and enforciag them by every j owerful mo- 
tive, arifinff from life and death, heaven and hell. 
.TTfeey will exhibit the purpofe oTGpd in defignat- 
in^ the veuels of mercy, and the abfblpie neceflity 
of regeneration by fpecial grace^ to ^qualify men 
for heaven* They will exhibit the atonement of ^ 
Ghrift, ponfummated oh the crpfs of Calvary^ as . 

the only foundation of the finhei^*s luftiHcatioii 

'.< -. , , . .... • y. *. "^ 

before God. And they will exhibit tljie perfevef- 

itnce of the (aints, the refurreflion of the dead, the 

• ' •».* »fc 

fihaljudgaient^aiiidthe everlafting defti nation botH 
of the righteous and the wicked — the former rifing 
frpm gloty to glory, whill^ the latter are finking 
deeper and deepef in complete and.endlefs perdi- 
lion, in preaching, the Prophets, Chrift, and the 
Apofltes made a full and fair exhibition of divine 

truth. They kept nothing back through fear of 

\ • • • 

giving offence to their bearers* And fo nruft all 

thofe who fuftain the chara&er of mmifters, if 

. » ^ »  •  , 

they riiean to plcafe ftod. They mud not fhua 
itf dediare the whoU counfcl of, God, To deter- 
fninewliatMtj;V()tt«/cf/compnfes5they^^^^ to repait 
to the fcriptures, and abide their decifion. 

1 add once more,' * 

4/ Topfeafe GocT, mfniflers mufli give them* 
felvcs to their pfofeftional wprk. They muft not 
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only give their Ji'car^Sj but they tn uff aWogi Vt ihfei^ 
time, their attention,, and intents to tiieir^ofk* 
The {btemn cBarge given to *fimdthy ih'|:ii'rtfGu* 
lar wilt apipjy l6 aainrftefs in general. ^* Gtv^ 
Attendance to reading, i6 eknorl^iibn, lodafirrn^. 
^edita|e uj[>on.tliere things ; give tlryfelf wholly 
to tfctm. " Hi,^ wik) etnplbys « laljortt to Vfbr^ 
ift filiWird; ttay VdafdttiiWy expeft thai h{s' a;Ao/<r 
^iwttf wtU 1i* ii>^nt iff ^Isr fetvice. The intwtft of 
tlie ftildy, ahd the intertfft i>f the field art iticom. 
I)atible^#ith dach 6ther. ** No itiatir, ffeysttrft 
Apoftfejthif warreth dntangktft himfelf withtKi 
affairs of this life ; that he may pledfe him yih& 
hath chofek him Wb6 k fotditr. '* fhofei ihcre- 
fore, who are itiveflred With this fecred ofice^r 

ought to avoid, a^ niuth a^ poffifele, trhe entangle- 
itiehis of thk wotld'-; and give^their' tkne and at- 
tention to their proffcflionstl work,' that their ^ro* 
^tiiig ititiy appe-ar urtto all. Tbt them to ihffiruA 
their peo|)le to advan-tage, they mtitf inftruft 
^heitifelves^ 

A wide and extenCve field is open for their 
improvement in knowledge — ^ A afield bound- 
lefs t.§ the works of creation, extenfive aq the^gov- 
crnment of God, and unlimited as his perfcc- 
iioi\s. *' The volumes of nature, of providence^ 
and of grace are open before them. From thefc 
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fourcca tl»cy 9iay derive inftn}&ion4 which will 
not fail of enriching their own minds^ aiid the 
fainds of their hearers, 

I pisifs ta ikri^i : 

II. Wh^^t fikoald hedid govetinng ifirinci; 
yle'widb miffiftersy jn Ae. difidtaorgb^of :diei{ Jdiit^^ 
|o peafb^tQod^-^^tt is!li^pi4 th^ ho oqe f^«£&riit 
«^11 i feel Jiniirelf jjdtiisliafige frbtn this dutj^ iie^ 
akirfe die /fubjaft im ibetil applied particularly to 
aUdiambiaiUbrs^ifjChrift^ Eor it is the duty off 
au»^^ vzf h < to $Uidy. to^ pisdfe ^God, vrhether hk 
RatiMir wi life :be Hi^h 6t \pm^ public or privati:^ 
^IjO^euiare \uidje:t i^nd^iit ligations :to makfe 
j^ %dll o£ O^id t^eirir^le, and t^hi dis«ioe glory 
iMf ttlittmait objedl:, iBut^jhoveveJf^ jdn ^[lo clafe 
Af>t(i^is..tU9.dii(y:rtor^pfc^iig<tha0^^ the 9)it>- 
M^UAi) 4Jk»gOfpeJ' ; And for the foWcN/ing retr 

^ 'i/The office which thcv ifbrftain, is incod- 
ceivablf folcinii and staiportant. The ftatioris 
'which fomeincn are taHed to fiU in life, are morfe 
• trnportaiit' than otheri. The reljportGbility l;j 
cdmmehfurate witK their office. More ilnpcrttarit 
is the (^ceoTa general, placed at tlie head of an 
army, when the lives of thoufttnds ai*e at ttake, 
than one iri a fubordinate rank. More iro{)or- 
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tant.is the p&ce of an ambaflador, lent to a.foiii 

cign court to trtnfaft the b^ij.finefi of. a nauon* 

than that of the individuals for whom be treats. 

And naore important ftill is th6 bfficc of a clirif* 

tian mirxiftet^ plaped on the vrkfl$ bf J^rufedetn, 

fo fct befo(^ nfen the^trui!hs::br the gofpel, tMi| 

' vMt cfn' poifibly he'atMcbed to hU hcai^r^. T!ie|r 

deriv/K.ahfcir office fromt}ie Kitig'fafkiii^sl iThcy 

are his amba£[ador£, fpnt lorxb tO:treat: with thoft 

'iffihohliVB.tevolied. from bi^ govemutent, ' -Th^ 

tidtiire;ai]QTiQfiga)o£tbtti(^ o&cc uitimiately fd§pe6l 

ihc iglqryof .Oodi an^ the falvati'oti of imiAOha^ 

dTduhf. « iftfaey ftudy to^pleale God, thciy will V^ 

taftmmeotal^ of pxfomovtHg rbis glQiy^* and o^ nd. 

cvahcinguhe ^Redeenfier^i kingdoipi Tmihcglofry 

pf God is prowot;edi*an<i the Ked<:idnier*$ "kirtgAim 

advanced, wHen finncri iire txiirn^d^feiEMfil dlnrk^n^ 

tc light. That the office of minifters U incon^eiv^ 

.givpa ,bij|j np*.J^aro«[>g, ny.XjK^kc^' (-Oj.VjMa -t^f 

.fame wicked wan fiiall <die.io his iniquity* but.his 

blood >vill J .require} at tWqe . baad;> yct^. if thou 

varn.th^.vriGkcdjand b^juvn not^fr:pii5i hiji wicked- 

. n.efs3 nor from his wicked way, he fhall die in his 
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Jniauity, but thou haft delivered thy {btil/^-'fnw* 
jkwfal fab&ion$ to minillerial fidelitf ! Hovr (blemti) 
and jnterefting is the effeft of preaching. This the »• 

. Apoft le has made to appear,wherc be faid. **Por we 

|ire unto God a fweet favour oF Chrift,in them that 

(are faved, and in them that periih : To the one we 

. are the favour of death unto death ; ^ and to the 

9 " ^ 

. Ipthet chefayour of life unto life':" Whoisfuificient 

for thefe 'things ?*What employment more folemn ! 

. I^ow clofely connefied vith future and ihtermmA^ 

. hie fcenes I Sfrice, therefore, the office devolving 

pn mihifters \s fo inconceivably folemui a$ it ref- 

fpef^s the glory of God, and the advancement ol 

Chrift's kingdom ; and both as it refpeds thenil 

fclves, arid their hearers, they fliould make'lt 

i ' • . «» * • ' • ' ^ ' X, ' * 

their governing object to pleafe him, 'by flluurae* 

ing nis charad'er,' unfolding ' his dojElrihe, and 

faithfully vindicating his caufe. / ' 

ji. »It j(hott}4 .^^ ^^ governing principle of 
miniflers tp pl^afe. God, b^c^ufe it is only on this 
ground, th$y may reafonably bppe for fuco^ffi^ 
Mcaching. There, is ipore ' encQuragewept to 
hope thfit fhofe will ^e (uppecded, who pcrfornj 
fhe 4uti^s pf llhe tqiiiiAry with an ultimate defir^ 
to plead God, than ^hoqgh this ^ere not their 
governing pl>jc6t« They will not hpld their 
peace when they fee the fword coming on thofe 
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plead with G^'i ^ <f«\<e-^n4 Q«t ile(|jr<7y. >^;).4 
jtiq iofffi retfoa lo i»«li©v^ thglio »i»fwer tp t|icif 

iiaKQ f^H<^iv. fivd»i#|Bg, itbe mQf^ aftopiihib| 
. xfiipQs. W^^ fttCQcfs. aHepdod tb« prcachii^g o^ 
jpbc Apo^ftlcs I WitncCs xbe nvemorablc; fermpn 
^r!eaQ^4 IjjrP^tcr... Xhewofd dif^nfed by tjiis 
i»J,y ^rpoftljE^ . yizi made .qi)t«^ apd . j)«w5rfuL 
';|^bp^^iLn€[^{ were le(d tg rdir^uifh ibeir x:omrA. 

yfCffy wjilb God, w4 lo^robjracj: the ojjly bope fet 

* • '" » • 'a* . ' .'• Ti '•• •- 

)lCfQ^e.thcm j(^tbf iQpfpeU Jtis faid^ that^^ tbc 

^ffedi^al fervent prayer of. a r^^/f^ui man, ay ;ulei|l!t 

jpnioh.** JB^t.what resu'bw have we tp cjj^pe^ tbat 

4h? <t^bor& o^ . thpCe wbp, jnftead ,of ^ fcekmjg. tp 

Ble9Xe.Co49 feek. .to rpleiiff tbemfidyes* w^U "?? 

ipfurned^aiid hlefle^ ? Xbpugh Cod is al^le to doyer- 

role their felfifh puruiits to jpromote his 9V.n^or.v 

aod tbtt general good ; yet he charaQerifes them as 

wtjIrdj^idhUffirm'iits. **of, jjerrfg jlkftlittte txf ^ace, 

ikfey WiH rtVgV^ ot opD'dre" 'eWry 'olfhdi' liiiertft 

K)uV A^r o^i-i.  ^6^1116^' ft Ao^ othWtntiti^^ ih 

i^e*tift¥^f«l,^freA frat% tbrtpetition \»>?iht!iPnVi, 

ifl»« . ajiptafs ttffo tfitith '!iifp6rtii-«6fe ttr flieftt. 

^infaers, iheifefore, ioiotfid feeV -fo- ^feafe -Cod, 

feir they tatitttft reafortsbl'y hope fof jfiiCcefs,in dit- 

afing tbegorpd of hi« graccjO^ a'i»y bthcfgroUTvd. 
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5. TMslhouldbetl»ir great and gOVtAlitg 
bh}t&^ hec^uOi they tnui :(MHr« m account d 
{hmitflivesto God^^Tliat there km ikf of fiadi 
f^tritHitiotl^ ht)^ >»<licG botk 9f itM% and fdti^ 
terre^ This feri^w aild fttlemti foenc^ Paul kept( 
til ViHiiir, noi^ dtitv in his leiierl. b^ aUb hi hii 
{Ir^acUihg^ - Wheni^ iwi^k oF ip8ifte«» li amd^ 
bdv tti^y imift ap{)e^ te^m the tidl|;^ht6fMNl 
iritKiM^f J^^i^h4o giveaa abomml of dittf 
ftewardfhip. Then, 6 then, what a folemol tCV 
€oun( will they have to gtve ! TH^y ^uft then 
^Ive an Recount bow xTp^y b»ve ips^roved theiii^ 
ui^e ai|d treats. They muft tb$n gn^e ati ac-^ 
cowir 4oip.tbey have prei^ched^ and vAai ihcf 
have preacbed-^and as all their yjirws. and feeUngli 
vill be difclofed to the infpedion of the eoIIeBed 
univcrfe, ft wHl thifn appear wbe^er they have 
li^apxppw: fenfc bftjjc w^nhof foub,and dar* 
notly defixed their falvation* And it will then 
agp^cV,. whether! they have i|t2^d.e it their govern^ 
ingolyc^tprpleafe Gtjjfi, vhilft cxecuiing thcit 
miflM^iby cnd^avorfng'to pomote- hb «gK>ry^ and 
to fprejid abxoad the trimiiph». of ihe^ orpfs. Great, 
infcooceivabty great is. the refpoofibility.of agol^ 
pel mjni(l0r;. and dr^sidful vill be bis conditiorii 
if he betray bis frAift, find npgleSk his duty, — Yes, 
my bretbren^the bload of ibu^s will be iound i^ 
his flvirfs. 
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4. MunOers ft^l4 ftodjr to ^a«re Gpfd, ftH 
&cti as do thus wiU «ti laft be owned ta%4 
hhStdl Tbe Judge wiH^ at the greai day of 
feckotoiog) pronounce on thtm tkirbenedidio^ 
*^ Well done, igobd and faitbfti] Tervantu/' The pa^ 
diej haw affiled, will be approved of by tAl holjr 
lotelligc^es. The gates of evorlaftiog gloiy will 
lie Opined for their admi^toii inia the panwlifo of 
God. . i 

' « And Aey that be #ifc ftaFl Ahitf as'thrf 
brightners of the firmament, and thcjr thfet turrf 
mitny to rigKt^o'urne(s aa the ftars forever and 
*vcr. Be thou faithful unto deaths atitt t ii^ill '^ 
thee a' crown 6flif<i.'* ^ . • 

... IMPROyEM£NT. 

1. fr i't (hoiild be the governing pfihcipfe'wittt 
iniriiflFers, in th6 discharge ctf their dtity, toplcafe 
Cocf, then i1\ty are fure tb difpleafe the uroHdi 
"No man can ferve t\\% matters.-^ Ye caYindt 
TerVfeGod ind mammon/' Fbr lijjht and 'dartcv 
pefs, fin and hoKn^fs are not mofe' oppofite. It 
is a fa£lVt6o AOtorloun to be denied, that the ^orld" 
clwaphstvehtcti difjileafed withtfcb(fe,|h a greatt^ir 
t)r leCs degree, who havp made it their* ftiidy to 
pleafc God, bt)th in Itting and phaciing^ h 
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wa^'^n this account they were difpleafed with the 
propl^rts. They had tio wifh to fccm*fc the ^ 
friendlhip of tht worW, at the cxpetife of dtity* 
Feeling their high rcrponfibiUty to God, they dif* 
charged /diihjully their mil^on. Ai>d what wis 
the confequence? Hie facred JUftory infoirn^s 
lis, TheFe mefTeitgers; of peace were pcrfecuted 
:~(>b!ig^ td flee ffodtf place to place, ind froni 
city to tfityi " Q6 (fald AAaziak to AmOs,} O 
thou Seer, flee thee away into the land of Judsdi^ 
and there eat bread, and prophefy there : But 
I rophefy Bot agHri «ny mcrreiat Bethel, fot It 
istbe king^s chapel, and it i a the king's co'uit«" 
Chrift was « ptcachcr; He came dowrt -froiii 
heaven rioit to do \^s own will. It Wais hi^ gov- 
erning 6bje£l both in living ^tt^^r caching to 
pleafe hii Failier. Bat in doing this he greatly 
difpleafed |he wprid. And at, length he was ac- 
c^^ed, cbndcrnned and crncified; The world 
Was grcgily difpleafed vflth tht Apoftles. And 
Chrift fofetold thera of this, when he fent them 
forth td preach. " Go your ways ; behold I fendv 
you forth as Kambs among wolves. And ye fhall 
be h^id of all jiadons for my fame's fake/' 

Thefe prediDllorfs they foufMl to be irac. As 

the pi^opbcts, Chrift and the Apoftles difptiafed 

th^ w#rld, fo ^0 tb#fe whof plainly tell them the 

C 
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fdre ftill ekift«. 1tt«6ugh Its towe may ti.tfi yet 
ihe feetihgs of (he hftt^fa} heart have a/wd)'« bocfi 
the Time JTi nee the ipbfiiiry . Th^fy M-e geatrfol ly 
fkyihg t6 tht''Seeri5,/iv <jWj an4'tt>thcpropbcis,f fki- 
^Uttfy ftmtk 'tkii%Si Miniftiers, di«tefbi*fr, are Aim 
t6 ilifpteitre }kt vi>dirldi, if t\iXff live; and pteateh^itiltl 
'^Wy fe fticha'«aBhe¥aa W pUafo Gt>d. «IH 
^^'et pteafed rtett, I fipuH <idt be the K^ry^nt Of 
•ehriift.^ 

a. If it Ihouldbe the governing pfincipieofiriin* 

l^ers,irt the difcharge of their duly,to pl^afe Got!, 

theft they ar^ exceedingly criminal, ivhb oppofe 

* thcip iFor it.r^The gofpel itiiniftry is an ihftttutibft 

of divine appoii^tttient, Itvbas it^ origin from 

lieaven. Thofc, theftfore, who are called to dif* 

penfethe gofpel, and ^ithfiiUy perform their dci-p 

ty, are inftrumental of projiioting the glory of 

God, and the heft good of their fellow men : And 

tvhilft they are ehdcavpuring to promote thefe 

£reat and glorious bbj^fts, they ought to he f«- 

coufagedy and pot difcauraged ; they ought to have 

their hands Jlrtngthened^ arid not weakened. 

They that will oppofe the minillers of Chrift, 

give the rtoft clear and decided fevidence that 

their hearts arc extremely corrupt. HoJ-v critni- 

oal were the Jews, for oppofing the Proph^s, 
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,ehtiSL and tB* Apoftkk I Tbefe. ftrvtws of God 
'VBttifiefiBdiio dtfpofittdn to t^ftrefhut to d^tthe^A 
good. And how «»ceedtiig1y crtotunal ^n thofe 
i»ho iD{)pefe the ^MubdAalddTA-of Chrill> iiecftuie 
tfaey ftudy to pk^fe <^tA trSdclkCotidufitbirrimt* 
iijEil, for it i^ o^pbfihg tUe dtfigM of i^rtievol^mit. 
MH is loppidfihg Qoi. Jihtff4Sfftt%Cka^ His 
lofipbfifig tilt ^gdfpel t A&d 4i ia lof^pofitigite j§w- 
'ict»Z #jer^r<M'i>fi5 of tin Ifbi^jr SfinV ^^ Ht tiitt 
lieai^tli yoy tie«ite|h ihe, tftid lie thtt ^fftfath 
jrM delpffeth itie; aiui fae^blEt def|nfeth me dsei- 
j^iftth him t)iat fent me.*' ; ^ 

3. If h fliould be a governing principle with 
minifters, in the difcharge of their duty, to pleafe 
God, we hence fee, why fome preachers arc lb 
much more acceptable to the world than others. 

It is not becaufe they are more exemplary in 
ihtif daily wallc. It is not becaufe their fermons 
contain mote inftrudion, or are delivered with 
more engagednefs and folemnity. But is hot this 

tlie reafon ? Infi:ca4 of fee&ing to pleafe Godf 
%icy Tttk to pleafe the world. Do not many ac- 
quis their poptilarity, hy ftudioufly avoiding 

 

toTfty any ithing about thofe fout humbling doc- 
t:Siies, wlritih are a ilumbHrtg block, and a rock 
of offdnce to the wicked ? Do they not glide 
fmoothly'opon the furfacc, ty entertaining their 
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hearer's With fame pdrtial views tif clififttatiif^^ 

and lyevcr exhibit^ tti u clear and diftinguilhii»c 

jMAnttf the e&nitat trutlif o£ the: goijpel ?, The 

falfe profslieK of Ifr^l tref^cimore acceptable to 

ibe unfgnSifieif ldi6n( diofa were who f pake as 

.iSbef wen moviut by. the Holy Gboft^ Whilft 

tbfc foctMt 'fiaatfared A« nrid^t banifh^d the fearr^ 

•lid «te90imi^ the £al& hop<a of men, the latter 

«omaaunfeatcd faith^lf the a^jp/e caim/</ of Go^. 

Thif v>si^ difpkafing* And multitudes in every 

atge have exhibited, a gre&t partiality for thofe 

ivho' are ready to accommodate their difcouT^ 

to fuit.their hearers^ *• And my people love to 

havd it fo." We, therefore fee why fotne 

preachers are fo much more acceptable to the 
. . . t 

world than others. 

4* If it fhould be the governing principle 
with mmifters, in the difcharge of their duty^ to 
pleafe God, then it is extremely important, that 
they aliaajs keep this in view. 

Keeping this cd^4n/^ in vjew, they will go^ 
forward in the fipthfol difcharge of dfity, not cottiit«* 
ing their own lives dear unto themfelves, fp that 
they might fiaifli their eourfe wirh joy^ and tb^ 
mini ft ry which they, have received of the Lord 
Jefus. Keepii^g. this in view, they will fet their 
faces as a Sint againft errors of every kli^/as' 
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.€tfdm» ^t^^n^Ji ; -assgo^; foI<ii«»s,^ »i>d |i<^er..i^- 
Jia^4H(h »h^ <^i|4 t^py .batpfMkeii, .^tJio«gib their 

.Vi^.they Will not. be {»u|ped .1^, :^y .applsiuf^ 

nor<>i«cwhc|Bic4 by TogfOii^tH, «Mic4«^«g tl^ 

Vin viicvfi they iviUatteti4 to the HfH^vfrn 4m^».i^f 
jtheir office: with. h^y Migf$i^ ff^^m»k ap*dJeel 

l^q fccft'goa^i of. their fcilo¥ l»^» : Governed by 
^ principle fupeript to the worl4----a piineiplc 
jfhifH cQuqeas 4\ ,|jqly intelli^waes, both in 

.^paiven ar4 oi> earth, they \yiU not be difcouur- 

\aged ifJufCifs jdq pijt aj;t^ their labors* Fcf 

even M^» tbey-will reft affured that their judgment 

; is with the Lord, and their work with their God. 
Minift^rs- tjierefore Ihpuld, at ,all tmes.^ keep . in 
view the great defign pf their miffio^, . . 

5. If it be a governing principle Tvith min- 
ifters^ in the difcharge of their duty, to pleafc 
God, then they will make it appear. * 

It f^ an obfiervationtnadeby a very celebrated 
divine, that ^* preachers a/wir^s difcover their uK 
timate aim lo every, difcerning hearer." If they 
mean to pleafe God, they will make it appear : or, 

if they meau tjo pleafc mtn tfiev wll make Ms alfo 

D 
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«|i{>eM% If ii be a goveniittg ol^eft KfiihllMV 
fo' pieiie <^od9 A^y iiiriU,l>e omfol to watd^ their 
ovffi beiins. They viU exempitfy UiiC teligion 
vhidi fbey preach to od^f i in all their jpurfuits t 
whedier, therrfore, it lioitae otak^oad, diey will 
letira this inddibly imprefffed cm the iniCids of meii^ 
that thef mean to ferve the Lord. I* pleaching, 
they will a&lNA^ a fiHtimfs in the do^krtnes of 
grace^ aiid thtfe vtU eonfttcute ^ f^rottuiieM 
^feature of alt thetr imhlic difcapuries. Ktaltaitis 
the greatnefi and glory of the Qmai^tereiit Gody 
and the inconcetvabty Memti and tnSkth con* 
fequences of their preaching as they refped thct^ 
filvis and their hearers^ they will widrefs their 
hearts and confciences with all that engaj^ednefs 
and fervency which the riatnre and Importance of 
the fubjefit demand. — Thus, by their living and 
preaching) they will not fail of coanDending 
themfclves to every man's confcience in the fight 
of God. ^^ , 

6. In view of what has been faid we learn, that 
none ought to be introduced into the'miniftry, 
but fuch as give fatisfadory evidence of a change 
of heart.*~Learning and abUhies are mt the dnly 
rcquifite qualifications for a. gofpel miniilcr. \Hc 
fhould be a man of ^race. He fhAuld pofibfs 
iliat faiib, that rcpcniance* acd that holy bencvOrp 
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knce^ wbkb ait f^SkxAifAly.Mctlbxy to tdiwiviybi 

>miniAem4 ch^taftw. As m-mcimwrud minij^ 
Mill ncufoek toploafeG^ fonoQc (»tt;f«^M 
give e vMcflcci «C Sl laiffye >^ itfUM^V ovtght lo be fn* 
<^oaragedt0 take ^ir ftaad^uppn tlie yaUs otour 
fpiritttal Jerafa^^tio* Sball Utcbliod lead the blind ? 
^< Lay baocUroddeoljr.on iionMi0t" u ^bp divine 
injujiSlofr. Tbey, therefore^ who Ate about ce» 
recdtc a ebarge of the higbeft rcfponCbilityy^ 
ought to examine and lee whether they pofiefs 
thofe quatHlcatJons vfaich arc reqaifite. for an 
atnbaffador of Chrift.«-^Bat this remark more 
jiarticularly applies to the Paftor £le£l. 



My Brothbr. 

The prefent fceneis iblemn tous, ^nd we 
tnift it is fo to you. Ifihegofpel have taken 
poffeflion of jnmr kcprt^ it will be yoar ftudy 
to pleafe God, both in living and preach- 
ing* If you feek to pleafe hinit be wilPbe pleaf- 
ed with you ; but if you difpleafe him, he will 
be difpleaied with you. Let it then be your 
governing objeft to pleafe him, who is this day 
eo^nferring oi^ you a truly honorable and digniH- 
ed office. What offic^ xny Brother, n more hon- 
orable ihai> to be an ambaOador of the .Prince of 
Ptace — to treat with men on the iiiiportant con- 
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i&tte ofekiftence, i^t^ iiow\iboat ^^b«c3«mkt€d^ 
t* your charge. Aml^bucb will def»eii4 ion you- 
inprepairtiigthem fat hcavenyOrfor bell. 

Arc you ready to inquire^ ^* What is the 
firength of man ?** Remember the gracious pro- 
mife m'adie by ChnK to his minitfers, ** Lo ! I am 
"With yo\i alway.** Commit then yborfeif, with all 
your cares and concerns, inter the prQte6f\ng arms 
df him who hath faid, ^ My grace' is fulficient 
for thee/' Every year you will * probably be 
called to* bury, more or liefs^ the people of your 
' charge. Never, never have it to refle61, on fuch 
folemn fcenes, that you did not give them fuita- 
b)e warning. Yoti are entering into the field to 
labor, at a lime when you may exped to meet 
with many difcouragemenl«. * If you flep forward,^ 
and eoRtend earnejlly tor the faith as it is in 
Jcfus, you will not only be oppofed by the 
world, but even by fome who are the profelTed 
miniflers of Chrift. But let none of thefe things 
move you. Only bt faithful in the caufe you 
have' efpoufed, and you have nothing to feaV« 
Leave confequences with him wHo controls the 
malignant feeHngs of men by bis agency^ ^nd 
maJces all things work together for good to them 
that love God« Go forward in tl;e name and 
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come to die, you will teav^\ii« Uroiri^aa^tirhuniiti^a 
aft4»r5cei^^glqH<)*4,<^r«Jwai;4^ *,,, . ,».- n ,,.•;'. 

. '?l?e Chyreh and .,Si^.c^ety;,Jaj ^Ms ^plax:?, . wjll, 

••« • •'.••>t ,i. "* 

You ar^ highly , ijatcreftcd,. in |thc XaleiQ^itic«^ 
cf this day.. The cQ;i{eguei>Ges oL having ^jopiiiii'^ 
iOjer placed over y.ou. will be |iwOM$-r-foleiiw a&t 
the judgment-t--Iaftiiig. a$ eteuiity* , 

For many yxars^iyoit b«rc bcea'Uufteep'Witb^ 
!Duta fhepbdxL Buuhegceat Headof tke'Clitlocik;^ 
has watched over )eotiiJimLbas.beeabuii(Ungy^ift^ 
up« That you rcftaain a united flisick* whUft^ 
others have been rent by divifions, is truly no« 
ticeable. You are called upon to ackno^ l^ge 
thegoodnefs of God, noi only in > this re^bdj)* 
but alfo in providing you a Paftior. Arfltin* 
ifter who ftudies to pleafe God^ is one of the 
ehoiceft bleffings of heaven. Such an one, we 
hope, is the man of your choice. Recetye himy 
Brethren, ind friends, as an afcenGon gift. Aie 
you willing that be fhouldjive among you, aM 
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prdicli atfiong yati^ a$one that mctiia^'co pleate 
Qod ? Y6I1 wiU noi forget that >m have duties 
to |ier£brmi at veil ^t he. 

The fettlemeot andfuppott of amioi&er, are 
o;i1y a part of your duty. Youmoll atiend to his 
lAiiiiftriktions. If the/e are aegleQedi you caniiot 
pleaife God, nor anfwer it to your own confcieiices 
mnother day. His vcNck will be arduous and dl!&. 
cult. Remember him at the dmioe of grace^ 
ZndeaTOur to ftreogtben his hands and encour* 
age his heart. Long may you enjoy the labors 
jof your minifter. May he prove a rich and a 
Uftiilkg bleffing to yOu^and to youir offspring. May 
ttultitudes be converted under his miniftryi and 
be laved from condeauifttion*. ^^ Finally, men 
and brethven^ be perfe^, be of good comfort, live 
in peace, and the Cod of love and peace fliail be 
nith you, and UeTsyou. 
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To conclude t 

. My heaif rst you are cgmvcneil to be fpe£la- 
torsja£*a vejry l0]eipn and^fieCUng feene^ \Hc^ 
who is. lending fiorth vpbtafladors to proclaim 
the cverlaAing gofpel, is calling you lo 4M?ar, 
rec6ifir«t,,and $irbey the mediiges they bring. Your 
t|«ie for fu^ring^ and theirs for preachings 
viVi be ihoru At the day of ^udgment^ a fipal 
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ftparation v|n be made becwcM tfao J^ idio r«c 
Ciive^ and thofe vbo dfffpifixhi^ gofpcl^ol Chrift« 
Life and death are now fct before you« . Make 
your choice* Wilt yoii lejeA the glorious Sa-« 
viour ? Will you defpife bis infinite grace ? 
O be wife ! Look forward to approaching fcenes 
'-^to a dying bed---an expiring world*— a gen- 
eral j udgment — an eternal ftatt« 
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